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This publication is split into five distinct sections, namely; report context, primary schools, secondary schools, SEN schools and further information.  These sections are shown 
below along with their key outputs. 

Part One | Report Context 

Wyton Primary School, Cambridgeshire County Council 

1008 projects submitted 
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This document publishes the results of a national cost benchmarking exercise  
undertaken by Hampshire County Council in partnership with East Riding of Yorkshire 
Council on new build, extended and refurbished primary, secondary and SEN 
schools. 
 
This report provides a useful reference point for Local Authorities when establishing 
their school building costs.  As part of the initiative the Local Government Association 
(LGA) is seeking to encourage greater collaboration between Local Authorities to 
drive down new and refurbished school costs. A benchmarking workshop was held on 
6 October 2017 to discuss  the output of the 2017 study and the presentation of  
information included and analysed in that report. As a result some additional features 
have been included this time. It is also intended to further develop the data following 
the workshop and publish any additional findings. 
 
 
The findings contained within this report have been shared with the Infrastructure and 
Projects Authority (IPA) which is part of the Cabinet Office, and Department for Edu-
cation (DfE). This report is the seventh publication produced for the public sector and 
is a valuable tool to understand the total costs associated with providing new school 
places across the country. 
 
This study has been undertaken with funding from the LGA and has been conducted 
in conjunction with the following organisations: 

§ Education Building and Development Officers Group (EBDOG). 

§ National Association of Construction Frameworks (NACF). 
 
The project sample used in this report comprises 1008 projects from across England, 
consisting of: 

§ 690 primary school projects 

§ 205 secondary school projects 

§ 12 All-Through school projects 

§ 63 SEN school projects 

§ 38 projects not used (due to poor or inconsistent data) 

 
Common Standard 
A common standard of cost analysis has been used to capture cost data, ensuring a 
high level of consistency across the sample, while including detailed cost and  
background information on each project ï allowing the costs to be fully understood on 
an individual project basis.  The data has then been collated at a common price base, 
in order to compare projects with each other on level terms.  

Study Background Part One | Report Context 

384,000 
 

Ã5.57 billion 
 

school places 

The following criteria were used to select projects for this study: 
 

¶ Primary, secondary or SEN school projects. 

¶ Permanent new build, extended or refurbished school projects. 

¶ Contract formed since 2012.  
 
Full details of how the data has been adjusted can be found on page 31. 
 
Industry Summary 
The July 2020 quarterly briefing from the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 
(RICS) Building Cost Information Service (BCIS) have recently advised that they antici-
pate construction output to rise by 16% over the next five years, with construction costs 
rising by 17% and tender prices increasing by 21%. 
  
 
 

combined project capital value 
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Contributing Authorities Report Context Part One | Report Context 

We are grateful to all Local Authorities who have contributed projects to this study.  In addition to data submitted directly from authorities, we are also grateful to have received a  
new sample from the Department for Education (DfE) of DfE capital programme schemes.  The list below shows the areas covered by the study. 

150Local Authority Areas                      covered across England 

Amber Valley Borough Council 
Bath & North East Somerset Council 
Birmingham City Council 
Bolton Metropolitan Borough Council 
Bracknell Forest Council 
Bradford Metropolitan District Council 
Brighton & Hove Council 
Bristol City Council 
Buckinghamshire County Council 
Bury Metropolitan Borough Council 
Calderdale Metropolitan Borough Council 
Cambridge City Council 
Cambridgeshire County Council 
Central Bedfordshire Council 
Cheshire East Council (Unitary) 
Cheshire West and Chester Council 
Chichester District Council 
City of York Council 
Cornwall Council (Unitary) 
Coventry City Council 
Cumbria County Council 
Daventry District Council 
Derby City Council 
Devon County Council 
Doncaster Metropolitan Borough Council 
Dorset County Council 
Dover District Council 
Durham County Council 
East Riding of Yorkshire Council 
East Sussex County Council 
Elmbridge Borough Council 
Epsom and Ewell Borough Council 
Erewash Borough Council 
Essex County Council 
Gateshead Metropolitan Borough Council 
Gloucestershire County Council 
Halton Borough Council 
Hampshire County Council  
Harrow Council 
Hartlepool Borough Council 
Hertfordshire county Council 
Isle of Wight Council 
Kent County Council 
Kingston-Upon-Hull city council 
Kirklees Council 
Lancashire County Council 
Leeds City Council 
Leicester City Council 
Lewes District Council 
Lincolnshire County Council 

Liverpool City Council 
London Borough of Barking and Dagenham 
London Borough of Barnet 
London Borough of Bexley 
London Borough of Brent 
London Borough of Bromley 
London Borough of Camden 
London Borough of Croydon 
London Borough of Ealing 
London Borough of Enfield 
London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham 
London Borough of Harrow 
London Borough of Havering 
London Borough of Hillingdon 
London Borough of Hounslow 
London Borough of Islington 
London Borough of Lambeth 
London Borough of Lewisham 
London Borough of Merton 
London Borough of Newham 
London Borough of Redbridge 
London Borough of Richmond upon Thames 
London Borough of Southwark 
London Borough of Sutton 
London Borough of Tower Hamlets 
London Borough of Waltham Forest 
London Borough of Wandsworth 
London Borough of Westminster 
Luton Metropolitan Borough Council 
Manchester City Council 
Medway Council 
Norfolk County Council 
North East Lincolnshire Council 
North Lincolnshire Council 
North Somerset  Council 
North Tyneside Metropolitan Borough Council 
North Yorkshire County Council 
Northampton Borough Council 
Northamptonshire County Council 
Northumberland Council  Unitary 
Norwich City Council 
Nottingham City Council 
Nottinghamshire County Council 
Oldham Metropolitan Borough Council 
Oxfordshire County Council 
Peterborough City Council 
Plymouth City Council 
Portsmouth City Council 
Reading Borough Council 
Redcar & Cleveland Council 

Reigate and Banstead Borough  
Council 
Rotherham Metropolitan Borough 
Council 
Royal Borough of Greenwich 
Royal Borough of Kensington and 
Chelsea 
Royal Borough of Windsor and  
Maidenhead 
Rutland County Council 
Salford City Council 
Sandwell Metropolitan Borough  
Council 
Sefton Metropolitan Borough Council 
Sheffield City Council 
Shropshire Council (Unitary) 
Slough Borough Council 
Somerset County Council 
South Gloucestershire Council 
South Lakeland District Council 
South Tyneside Council 
Southampton City Council 
Spelthorne Borough Council 
St Helens Metropolitan Borough  
Council 
Stafford Borough Council 
Staffordshire County Council 
Stockport Metropolitan Borough  
Council 
Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council 
Stoke-on-Trent City Council 
Suffolk County Council 
Sunderland City Council 
Surrey County Council 
Swindon Borough Council 
Tameside Metropolitan Borough  
Council 
Taunton Deane 
Thanet District Council 
Thurrock Council 
Torbay Council 
Trafford Metropolitan Borough Council 
Tunbridge Wells Borough Council 
Wakefield Metropolitan Borough Council 
Wakefield Metropolitan District Council 
Walsall  
Warrington Borough Council 
Warwickshire County Council 
West Berkshire Council 
West Sussex County Council 

É Crown copyright and database rights 2019 Ordnance Survey 100019180 

Wigan Metropolitan Borough Council 
Wiltshire Council (Unitary) 
Wirral Council 
Woking Borough Council 
Wokingham Borough Council 
Wolverhampton City Council 
Worcestershire County Council 
Worthing Borough Council 
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 Part Two 
 Primary Schools 

Civitas Academy, Reading Borough Council  


